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We  are  happy  to  announce  the  publication  of  our  English  language 
translation  of  the  hard-cover  book  by  Ruta  Kunciene,  "Uetuvos  Ptiiigai  1915- 
1941 ",  or  "Money  in  Lithuania  1915-1941.  " 

The  original  175-page  book  is  a must  for  any  collector  of  20th 
century  Lithuanian  numismatics,  as  it  utilizes  the  records  of  the  Lithuanian 
Mint,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  and  other  records  which  were  unavailable 
during  the  period  of  the  Soviet  occupation.  All  illustrations  in  the  original 
book  are  in  color,  and  the  text  reveals  much  information  heretofore 
unknown. 

The  English  translation  was  accomplished  by  LNA  member  Algirdas 
Kepalas  over  a several  month  period.  A Preface  has  been  written  by  Frank 
Passic. 

The  soft-cover  English  language  translation  is  bound  by  a plastic 
spiral  ring,  and  is  now  available  for  purchase  by  our  members  and  friends. 
A copy  has  also  been  donated  to  the  library  of  the  American  Nmuismatic 
Association  in  Colorado  Springs,  CO,  for  use  by  its  members. 

The  cost  of  the  translation  is  $10,  plus  $2  p & h.  Copies  may  be 
obtained  from  our  editor  (check  payable  to):  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  SL, 
Albion,  MI  49224. 

Here  are  some  selected  excerpts  from  our  English  language 
translation: 

Page  48.  "In  order  to  avoid  counterfeiting  there  were  issued  even 
three  5 litai  note  varieties.. .Five  litai  pieces  of  the  first  variety'  issued  at  the 
end  of  1922  were  called  "pied-blue  scuzzies."  When  they  were  printed,  it 
appeared  that  the  design  was  a little  indistinct,  and  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
agreed  with  A,  Haase  Co.  to  temporarily  put  them  into  circulation,  until  new 
notes  were  printed." 

Page  65.  "According  to  the  Bank  of  Lithuania's  wishes,  main  designs 
of  notes  had  to  be  printed  from  hand-engraved  steel  printing  plates,  other 
designs,  by  the  so-called  "duplex"  technique.  For  the  start,  it  was  intended  to 
print  3 million  pieces:  1 million  from  each  A,  B,  and  C series.  Notes  of  each 
series  had  it's  own  numeration.  Printed  and  packed  notes  had  to  be  put  into 
hermetically  sealed  metal  cases,  and  these  into  wooden  crates,  banded  with 
iron  bands  and  stamped  with  stamps  of  the  company.  The  company 
undertook  on  it's  responsibility  and  expense  to  forward  the  note  shipments 
to  the  harbor  of  Klaipeda.  From  here,  notes  were  transported  to  Kaunas  at 
the  expense  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania.  The  first  part  of  the  new  10  Litu  notes 
(500,000  notes)  had  to  be  delivered  to  Klaipeda  by  March  1,  1928.  The  second 
part  (2,500,000  notes)  by  April  15,  1928." 

Page  104.  "In  1925,  the  process  began  to  issue  gold  coins.  On  July  15. 
the  Cabinet  of  Ministers  commissioned  Juozas  Zikaras  to  prepare  models  of 
50  Litu  coins,  and  in  the  following  year's  budget  there  were  allotted  500.000 
litai  for  the  initial  tasks  of  minting  the  coins." 

Page  111.  "On  March  20,  1936.  J.  Kareckas-Karys  uiformed  the 
Director  of  the  Tax  Department  that  the  construction  of  the  Mint  was 
finished,  that  planchets  of  1 centas  coins  had  been  received,  and  that  one 
coin  minting  machine  was  set  up.  One  centas  pieces  were  started  to  be 
minted  on  May  I6.  1936.  This  day  should  be  regarded  as  the  beginning  of 
activity  of  the  Spindulys  Mint,  even  thougli  the  official  opening  took  place 
on  June  I6." 

(Continued  on  page  2...) 


MEDIEV  AL  UniliANIAN 
COIN  PRICE  UST  BOOK 
PlTiUSHED 


Ever  wish  you  could  know  what 
prices  to  pay  for  medieval  Lithuauian 
coins?  Have  you  ever  wondered  how 
much  those  coins  were  worth  on  the 
numismatic  market? 

Have  you  ever  wondered  how 
valuable  the  silver  "kapos"  bars  were,  of 
the  first  Lithuanian  coins  issued  under 
.Vljtirdas,  Kestutis,  or  Vytautas? 

ell,  now  you  can,  as  authors 
Stasys  Sajauskas  and  Domiuinkas 
Kaubrys  have  published  a "^i-page  book 
(Kaunas,  1996)  giving  current  market 
prices  of  such  items,  as  a supplement  to 
their  master  work,  ''Numismatics  of  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania."  This  Price 
List  is  entitled,  "Coins  of  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Lithuania. 

The  texts  are  in  Lithuanian. 
English,  and  German,  and  are  very  easy 
to  follow.  Prices  are  listed  in  Litas,  but 
there  is  a conversion  chart  of  major 
European  and  US  currencies  for  easy 
reference. 

For  example,  the  1565  3-grasis 
with  the  satirical  Biblical  text  is  listed 
with  a value  of  500  Lt.  in  Fine,  1,000  Lt. 
in  Very  Fine,  and  1,500  Lt.  in  Excellent 
condition. 

The  authors  used  a variety  of 
sources  to  come  up  with  correct  prices, 
and  this  book  wUl  be  a standard 
reference  for  any  Lithuanian 
numismatist 

Copies  are  available  for  $12 
each  plus  $2.00  p & h from  Frank 
Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St,  Albion,  MI 
HI9224. 

Remainhig  copies  of  the 
author's  major  Lithuauian  medieval 
coin  book  are  also  available *Write  for 
more  information. 
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(Continued  from  page  1...) 

Page  112.  "Jut^jing  from  J.  Kareckas'  letter  to  the  Director  of  the  Tax 
Department,  through  the  initiativeof  K.  Puida  at  the  beginning  of  June  1938 
there  were  minted  one  or  two  gold  coins  from  the  dies  of  the 
commemorative  10  Litu  coins.  One  of  them,  together  with  a silver  ten  litas 
commemorative  coin  was  presented  to  the  President  of  the  RepubUc  of 
Lithuania  by  the  Director  of  Spindulys... [photograph].  A photograph  of  a box 
with  10  Utu  coins  presented  to  A.  Smetona  was  published  in  Uetuvos  Aidas. 
On  the  cover  of  the  box  an  inscription  says,  "To  the  leader  of  the  Nation, 
Autanas  Smetona  in  the  XX  Year  of  Independence  on  the  occasion  of  his 
Name  s Day  we  have  the  honor  to  present  a unique  gold  variety’  of  the 
commemorative  coin." 

Page  113.  'On  February  2,  19.39,  J.  Kareckas  and  the  representative  of 
the  State  Control  Dudeniis  transferred  the  striking  dies  of  all  Lithuanian 
coins  to  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  for  preservation.  The  activity  of  the  Mint  was 
stopped  after  the  necessary  amoimt  of  coins  were  minted." 

This  book  is  filled  with  much  history  and  interesting  stories  behind 
the  issuance  of  Lithuauian  money.  \X’e  encourage  you  to  obtain  a copy  of  this 
English  translation,  and  the  original  book  to  follow  along.  Copies  of  the 
original  book  are  offered  at  $30  plus  $5.00  p & h and  may  also  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  Passic. 

TALK  ON  UTHUANIAN  MONEY  TO 
PROVIDE  A GENEALOGICAL  LINK 

Frank  Passic,  of  Albion.  Michigan  will  be  the  feamred  speaker  at  the 
Simday,  October  20  meeting  of  the  Lithuanian-American  Genealogical 
Society  to  be  held  at  the  Balzekas  Museimi  of  Lithuanian  Culture,  6500  S. 
Pulaski  Road,  Chicago,  IL  60629.  (312)  582-6500.  Members  of  the 
Lithuanian  Niiniismatic  Association  are  specially  invited  to  this  event,  which 
is  free  to  the  public.  Passic  w’iU  speak  on  the  topic,  "Money  Your  Ancestors 
Used,"  and  will  focus  on  early  20th  century  coins,  currency,  and  related 
items  that  circulated  in  Lithuania  from  the  final  days  of  Czarist  rule,  through 
the  days  of  Lithuanian  independence,  ending  with  Displaced  Persons  Camp 
money  issued  for  Lithuanians  in  the  western  zone  of  (Germany  in  1946. 

The  program  begins  at  1:30  p.m.  with  a tour  of  the  Museum's 
mmiismatic  room  on  the  first  floor,  where  Passic  will  point  out  various 
coins  and  banknotes  on  display.  The  group  wiU  then  move  next  door  to  the 
audio-visual  room,  where  a slide  presentation  will  be  given,  detailing  some 
of  the  money  that  people  who  lived  in  Lithuania  and  the  Baltic  region  used. 

These  items  will  include  coins  and  banknotes  issued  by  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  of  the  pre-World  War  n period.  Also  featured  will  be  mimicipal 
city  issues  from  such  places  as  Vilnius,  Seda,  Klaipeda,  Panevezys,  Silutes, 
Rusne,  Liepaja,  as  well  as  communities  in  Lithuanian  Minor  such  as  Tilsit, 
Ragnit,  Insterburg,  and  others.  Viewers  will  learn  of  the  quadra -lingual 
banknotes  issued  by  the  Germans  during  World  War  I,  including  the  small 
change  iron  kopeks  which  accompanied  them.  Lithuanian  post-World  War  II 
Displaced  Persons  Camp  Money  issued  in  the  western  zone  of  (jermany  will 
be  included  as  part  of  the  talk.  For  those  who  had  ancestors  who  gambled, 
Passic  will  also  include  some  examples  of  Lithuanian  lottery  tickets  which 
w ere  quite  popular. 

"Owning  some  type  of  Lithuanian  coin  or  banknote  collection  is  an 
excellent  way  to  celebrate  your  heritage,"  says  Passic.  "It  is  something  from 
the  homeland  that  you  can  own  and  be  proud  of,  and  is  a way  of 
understanding  the  financial  conditions  your  ancestors  lived  with,  " he  says. 

Following  the  program,  the  group  wiU  move  back  to  the  numismatic 
room  where  Passic  wih  offer  various  Lithuanian  coins,  banknotes,  medals, 
numismatic  books,  and  related  items  for  those  who  wish  to  start  their  own 
collections.  Refreshments  will  also  be  served. 

Frank  Passic  has  served  as  numismatic  ciu’ator  at  the  Ikilzckiis 
Museum  smce  1979-  He  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Lithuitnian  Numismatic 
Association,  and  editor  of  its  newsletter,  Tlie  Kniglit. 


1 EAHIRE  ()1  niE  MON  III,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 


SISTERS  OF  ST.  CASEVUR  1909  MEDAL 

Sisters  of  St.  Casimir  Cxjninieniorative  Medal 
Medal:  Aluminum 
Date:  1909 

Size:  39  mm.  diameter,  plus  loop  on  top 

Across  the  United  States  there  have  been 
numerous  religious  medals  issued  by  Lithuanian 
Catholic  churches  through  the  years.  Especially 
interesting  are  those  of  the  early  20th  century.  I 
especially  like  to  see  miusual  spellings  as  authorities 
tried  to  translate  Lithuanian  letters  into  English. 

One  of  our  members,  Henry  L.  Gaidis,  has  in 
his  collection  a long  lost  relic  of  his  childhood 
which  should  be  of  interest  to  our  readers.  Like 
many  members.  Hank  attended  a Lithuanian 
Catholic  elementary  school  in  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
taught  by  the  Sisters  of  Saint  Casimir.  Anyone  having 
had  the  good  fortune  to  have  been  taught  by  these 
nuns  has  many  recollections  of  those  days.  Yet  few 
have  any  knowledge  of  the  history  of  this  renouned 
teaching  congregation.  It  is  hoped  that  the  following 
brief  history  of  the  sisters  and  their  featured  1909 
commemorative  medal  will  allow  us  to  pause  to 
reminince  some  of  those  days  gone  by. 

The  sisters  of  Saint  Casimir  congregation 
came  into  existence  in  1907  in  response  to  the  ever 
increasing  needs  of  Lithuanian  immigrants  to 
America.  As  these  immigrants  arrived,  they  found 
themselves  subject  to  an  unfamiliar  language, 
strange  customs,  and  a new  environment.  Many 
gradually  began  drifting  away  from  the  Catholic 
teaching  of  their  homeland.  As  members  of  the 
Lithuanian  clergy  realized  the  extent  of  the  problem, 
they  sought  to  form  independent  Lithuanian 
language  parishes,  societies,  and  schools.  O ut  of 
this  need  for  religious  teaching  and  missionary  work 
among  the  Lithuanian  immigrants  came  the  Sisters 
of  Saint  Casimir. 

The  first  to  devote  herself  to  this  cause  was 
Kazimiera  Kaupaite  (Mother  Maria  Kaupas)  who 
along  with  Judith  Dvamatiskas  (Sister  Immaculata) 
and  Antoinette  Unguraitis  (Sister  Concepta) 
established  the  congregation  with  the  approval  of 
Pope  Pius  X upon  taking  their  vows  on  August  30, 
1907,  at  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Their  first  mission  was  established  on  October 
7,  1907,  at  the  Holy  Cross  parish  in  Mount  Carmel, 
Pennsylvania.  From  this  simple  beginning  the 
sisterhood  would  spread  to  Allentown,  Baltimore, 
Chicago,  Joliet,  Lomas  de  Zamora,  Los  Angeles, 
Miami,  Milwaukee,  Philadelphia,  Scranton,  Santa  Fe, 
and  Worrhester,  as  well  as  Aroentina  and  Lithiiania 


3 


itself.  It  would  be  hard  to  find  a Lithuania! 
community  anywhere  in  the  United  Statc*^ 
where  the  Sisters  of  Saint  Casimir  did  not  pla’ 
some  part  in  its  growth. 

A high  point  in  the  history  of  the  sister 
came  in  1909  with  the  establishment  of  thei 
motherhouse.  Due  to  their  quick  success  ant 
rapid  expansion,  the  sisters  in  no  time  hat 
outgrown  their  small  convent  at  Moun 
Carmel.  Permission  was  sought  and  given  b) 
Bishop  Shanahan  and  Archbishop  James  E 
Quigley  of  the  Chicago  arch-diocese  tt 
establish  a new  headquarters  in  the  area  when 
the  sisters  were  already  operating  eighi 
parishes.  Land  was  purchased  near  Marquetlt 
Park  (now  Chicago),  Illinois,  at  a sight  choser 
by  the  Archbishop  Quigley.  The  comerstont 
was  layed  on  January  29,  1909,  and  tht 
Motherhouse  was  formally  dedicated  on  July  2. 
1911,  by  the  Archbishop  himself.  From  this 
location  the  sisters  have  continued  their  good 
work  for  over  80  years. 

The  medal  illustrated  here  measures  39 
mm.  diameter  and  was  struck  in  aluminum.  It 
was  made  by  the  American  Badge  Company  of 
Chicago,  and  was  designed  to  hang  from  a 
ribbon.  The  obverse  of  the  medal  depicts  Saint 
Casimir,  the  Patron  Saint  of  Lithuania, 
surrounded  by  the  Lithuanian  inscription. 
"Atminimui  Padejimo  Kampinio  Akmens  1909," 
and  in  a smaller  circle,  "Sv.  Kazimierai  MelskLs 
Uz  Mus,"  which  translates,  "A  Remembrance  of 
the  laying  of  the  Cornerstone,  1909,  Saint 
Casimir  Pray  For  Us." 

The  reverse  of  the  medal  depicts  the  still 
standing  Motherhouse  surrounded  by  the 
Lithuanian  inscription,  "Sv.  Kazimiero  Seseru 
Vienuolynas,  Chicago,  Illinois,"  which 
translates,  "Sisters  of  Saint  Casimir 
Motherhouse,  Chicago,  Illinois." 

Continued  on  page  4.... 


IHE  TREATY  OF  BIRZAI  IMMORTALIZED  IN  MEDALS 


I. 


BY  VINCAS  RUZAS 

llhiblLshcti  iu  N'oruut.  Februar>'  -*-10,  1993,  No.  5.  Translated 
by  Aleksaudras  Radzius] 

In  1812.  the  German  numismatist  Joseph  Gotthold 
tkiuiuRarten  published  a catalog  in  Drezden  which  describes 
two  half-ducat  weight  gold  medals  of  August  II  and  August  III 
which  he  identified  with  the  1701  Treaty  of  BirzaL  On  the 
obverse  is  August  II,  King  of  Lithuania-Poland  and  Kurfurst  of 
Saxony.  On  the  reverse  is  Peter  I,  Czar  of  Russia.  Both  have 
laurel  wreaths  on  their  heads.  The  medals  are  unsigned  and 
undated.  In  the  1830  catalog  "Spis  medalow  polskich"  by  F. 
Bentkovski  a Polish  numismatist,  item  No.  342  is  a 35  mm. 
medal  attributed  to  the  Treaty  of  BirzaL  The  next  item,  N. 
343,  is  an  analogous  half  ducat  weight  medal  in  gold,  which 
was  housed  at  the  Warsaw  University.  However,  nothing  is 
said  about  the  gold  medal  being  attributed  to  the  Treaty'  of 
BirzaL 

An  even  greater  number  of  variations  if  found  in  the 
E.  Racinski  catalog.  The  catalog  also  describes  the  meeting  of 
the  two  leaders  at  Bir:^L  Racinsky  attributes  these  medals  as 
being  commemorative  of  the  Treaty  of  Bir^L 

The  stimulus  to  research  catalogs  came  from 
inquiries  about  these  medals  which  are  housed  at  the 
Hermitage  Museums.  This  happened  when  the  museum's 
numismatic  section  became  acquainted  with  Lithuanian 
medals.  Three  variations  of  this  medal  were  found  in  the 
Hermitage  collection:  A large  silver  medal  with  the  legend 
lUNGIT  CONCORDIA  MAGNOS  and  two  small  ones,  almost  15 
mm.  diameter,  differing  (from  the  larger  one)  only  in  that 
the  titles  (of  the  monarchs)  are  abbreviated. 

There  are  many  medals  commemorating  events 
without  any  inscriptions  describint  the  event  It  appears  that 
these  "Birzai  Treaty"  medals  are  just  the  kind  of  a medal.  This 
lack  of  an  identifying  inscription  was  probably  the  reason 
that  that  Russian  numismatist  J.  Iversen  initially  doubted  that 
these  medals  should  be  linked  to  the  Treaty  of  BirzaL  But 
after  comparing  the  medal  struck  to  commemorate  the  Battle 
of  Poltavo  with  the  Birzai  Treaty’  medal,  Iverson  noted  the 
stylistic  similarities  between  the  medals  and  concluded  that 
they  were  contemporaries,  Le.  that  the  Birzai  variety  was 
struck  in  1"'’09  to  commeorate  the  alliance  between  August  H 
and  Peter  I. 

The  second  time  I saw  another  silver  Birzai  Treaty 
medal  was  at  the  A.  Puslikin  State  Museum  in  Moscow  where 
an  exhibit  from  Dresden  aUed  "The  Magical  Dresden"  w’as 
being  shown.  In  the  exhibit  catalog,  the  Birzai  medal  w’as 
listed  next  to  the  Poltavo  medal.  In  the  catalog,  both  medals 
are  attributed  to  A.  Krieger  (Albert  Krieger,  engraver  and 
medalist  of  the  Liepzig  school  1672-1717).  The  medal  is  Listed 
as  commemorating  the  alliance  between  August  II  and  Peter 
I.  The  authors  of  the  catalog  reference  a Baunigaten 
publication  but  they  ascribe  to  J.  Iversen's  views. 

It  should  be  noted  that  August  II,  the  official  sponsor 
of  the  medal,  expected  many  benefits  from  the  treaty  with 

Russia  after  the  defeat  of  the  Swedes.  It  appears  that  the 
political  message  of  August  II  ^’tih  the  medal  was  that 
Lithuania.  Poland,  as  well  as  Saxony  liad  equal  rights  to  the 
fruits  of  the  victory  as  did  Russia.  This  message  is  convey’ed 
by  the  laurel  wreaths  that  each  monarch  wears. 


35mm  silver  medal 
commemorating  the 
al lienee  between 
August  II  and  Peter  I. 
Hermitage  Museum . 
(Photo  by  A.  Baltenas) 

Without  rejecting  J.  Iversen's  explanation, 
there  are  serious  arguments  in  favor  of  J. 
Baumgarten.  Baumgarten  was  a master  during  the 
August  U and  August  III  era.  In  the  preparation  of  the 
catalog,  not  only  the  royal  coin  and  medal  collection 
was  used,  but  archival  material  as  well.  It  was 
probably  the  archival  material  that  led  to  the 
attribution  to  Baumgarten  of  the  two  smaller  gold 
medals  with  the  portraits  of  August  II  and  Peter  I and 
attributing  the  medals  as  commemorating  the  Treaty 
of  BirzaL 

However,  even  if  we  agree  with  J.  Iversen's 
more  general  attribution  of  the  medal,  we  Iiave  to 
admit  that  during  the  Northern  War,  in  the  alliance 
between  Saxony  and  Russia,  the  1701  Treaty  of  Birzai 
has  an  important  place. 


ST.  CASIMIR  MEDAL 

[Continued  from  page  3...] 

This  simple  aluminum  medal  preserves 
the  memory  of  the  incalculable  contribution 
made  by  these  dedicated  women  to  the 
Lithuanian-American  community.  Many  of  our 
members  became  what  they  are  today  becaiLse 
of  these  saintly  ladies. 


A MEDAL  OF  CZAR  ALEXANDER  U FOR 
THE  CONQUEST  OF  CHECHNIJA  AND 
DAGESTAN. 


By  Petras  Kasperaviciiis 

[From  KAUNO  DIENA,  July  2,  1995.  Translated  by  Aleksaudras 

Radzius] 

Between  the  years  1857  and  1859,  participants  of  the 
war  with  Chechnija  and  Dagestan  were  awarded  a medal  by 
Czar  Alesander  II.  Its  legend  reads,  "For  the  Conquest  of 
Chechnija  and  Dagestan."  History  repeats  itself-Chechnija  is 
again  being  reconquered.  Soldiers  of  the  Russian  Federation 
will  again  need  a medal-assuming  they  will  conquer 
Chechnija.  It  will  be  simpler  for  Yeltsin,  all  he'll  have  to  do  is 
removed  the  word  "Dagestan"  and  in  place  of  "1857-1859" 
write  in  "1994-1995..." 


Why  am  I writing  about  this  medal?  Because  it  was 
preserved  in  my  family's  acrhives  together  with  a copy  of  the 
document  "Receipt  by  order  of  His  Imperial  Highness"  which 
documents  that  my  grandfather  Matas  Pogoreckis  paid  300 
silver  rubles  on  June  18,  1855  to  keep  from  being  recruited 
into  the  Czar's  army.  The  receipt  was  given  to  Mykolas 
JuodUds,  a resident  of  my  hometown,  the  village  of 
Pakuodriupiai  in  the  District  of  Piniava. 

On  June  18,  1855  he  delivered  to  the  Panevezys 
Recruiting  Commission  25  yoimgsters  from  our  village  and 
the  surrounding  areas.  Among  them  was  my  grandfather. 
Apparently  some  of  these  young  men  later  participated  in 
the  "conquest"  of  Chechnija  and  Dagestan  and  were  awarded 
the  medal.  Somehow,  my  grandfather  got  ahold  of  the  medal 
and  it  remained  wJth  us  ever  since. 

The  text  of  the  "receipt"  is  rather  interesting.  "This 
receipt  is  issued  on  Jime  18,  1855  and  the  Commission  for 
the  Second  Recruitment  from  the  Panevezys  District  in 
accordance  with  the  April  24,  1855  Manifest  of  His  Majesty 
for  12  recruits  for  every  1,000  peasants."  Thus  12  young  men 
were  drafted  into  the  long  service  of  the  Russian  Army  for 
every  1,000  peasants. 

The  "receipt"  also  notes  that  the  25  recruits  delivered 
by  Mykolas  JuodUds  paid  517  sUver  rubles  and  25  kopecks 
for  clothing,  food,  and  other  supplies.  The  writing  is  not 
legible  enough  to  determine  what  the  other  supplies  were. 

The  "receipt"  lists  the  names  of  the  recruits  and  the 
13th  is  my  grandfather.  "The  13th  recruit  Matas  Pogoreckis, 
son  of  Jonas  paid  three  hundred  sUver  rubles  and  as  result  is 
returned  to  his  former  station." 

Apparently,  my  grandfather  obtained  a copy  of  the 
receipt  as  proof  that  he  was  excused  from  military  service 
and  he  preserved  it. 


MORE  U.S.  UTHUANIAN  ’ 
TOKENS  REPORTED 

LNA  member  Edward  MikulLs  of 
Berwyn,  Illinois,  reports  that  he  has  obtained 
some  previously  unlisted  Lithuanian  Utkens 
from  Pennsylvania. 

These  are  PLASTIC  tokens.  The  first  two 
were  issued  by  the  Lithuanian  Club  of  Pittston, 
PA,  and  are  white  in  color.  They  are  octagonal 
in  shape.  The  obverse  text  reads, 
"UTHUANIAN/CLUB/7  BUTLER  ST./PITISTON, 
PA."  The  reverse  of  one  states  simply  in  the 
center  "BEER,"  while  the  other  one  reads, 
"GOOD/FOR  150  IN/TRADE."  The  token 
measures  23  mm. 


The  other  plastic  token  was  issued  from 
Shamskin,  PA  bythe  Lithuanian  Club  there. 
Black  in  color,  the  obverse  text  reads, 
"LITHUANIAN/CLUB,"  with  the  reverse  stating, 
"GOOD  FOR/A  BEER/IN  TOADE."  It  measures 
approx.  30  mm. 

If  you  have  any  Lithuanian  tokens  we 
haven't  mentioned  before  here  in  The  Knight, 
send  us  a photograph  of  them.  These  are  very 
interesting  and  historic,  and  we'd  like  to  know 
about  new  ones. 
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Continued  from  last  issue.... 


MONETA/Coiii.  1.  Geuerally.  a piece  of  metal  (or,  could  be  of  some  other  material)  m any  form, 
stamped  with  the  seal  of  appropriate  authority,  and  placed  into  circulation  as  a means  of  exchange  or 
reckoning.  2.  The  surname  of  the  Roman  goddess  Juno,  Moneta,  applied  to  her  for  alleged  beneficial  warnings 
given  to  Romans  at  various  times.  In  Rome,  near  the  capital,  there  was  a shrme  to  Moneta,  and  adjacent  to  it. 
the  first  Roman  coin  mint  was  established,  from  wliich  the  appelation  "moneta"  passed  as  a noun  meaning 
forged  or  struck  coins.  3.  In  the  modern  sense,  the  state's  right  to  fix  the  monetary  symbol  and  its  sole  right  to 
strike  coins  from  metal  or  a metal  niixtiu^.  This  symbol  developed  from  an  ordinary'  piece  of  metal  and 
nuirked  by  a contrived  sign.  Accordmg  to  Herodotus,  placing  that  mark  upon  a piece  of  precious  metal  was 
sumed  by  the  Lydian  King  Gigas,  in  the  7th  century  B.C.,  and  at  about  the  same  time,  by  the  ruler  of  Argos, 
Phaedo.  Since  that  time,  the  coin  went  through  many  various  stages  of  production,  perfection  and  legalization. 
Initially,  it  was  a mere  improvement  as  a medium  of  exchange.  Later,  it  became  a fully  legal  monetary  unit. 
However,  depreciating  through  the  ages,  and  substantially  reduced  in  value.it  finally  became  almost 
everywhere,  a purely  political  monetary  symbol  issued  by  a government,  which  compels  acceptance  at  a 
nominal  value.  Coins  in  use  or  having  been  in  circulation  are  basically  grouped  as  follows;  1.  Stau^rd  or  full- 
value  coins,  w hose  contents  weight  equals  the  market  value  (in  gold  or  silver),  and  II.  Subsidiary  or  token-value 
coins  whose  nominal  value  is  set  by  statute  and  is  greater  than  the  value  of  the  metal  constituting  them 
(subsidiary'  silver,  bUlou,  bronze  and  even  the  cheapest  metals  in  small  change).  In  these  two  basic  groups  we 
find:  all  coins  in  circidation  generally,  as  well  as  trade  tokens,  commemoratives,  memorials,  inflation  pieces, 
and  liistorical  issues.  Each  coin  has  these  distinctive  characteristics:  metrological-weight,  fineness,  diamater; 
numismatic-form,  portrait,  inscriptions. 

Modem  coins  are  produced  on  rounded  discs,  though  angular  and  other  shapes  occur  (seeKlipa. 
octagonal,  etc).  At  times,  there  is  a hole  perforated  in  the  center.  There  were  imiface  coins,  as  w'ell  as  coins 
struck  through  (Brackteats),  but  as  a rule,  portraits  and  inscriptions  by  tradition  are  placed  on  both  sides.  The 
chemical  composition  and  weight  of  coins  are  set  in  advance,  permitting  of  small  variances  (See  Tolerance). 
The  number  of  full  value  coins  is  unlimited.  They  have  been  and  continue  to  be  struck  from  precious  metals 
supplied  to  the  mint  by  private  persons  (free  coinage  of  coins).  The  number  of  subsidiary  coins  is  strictly 
controlled.  For  instance,  the  Lithuanian  Republic  permitted  the  issuance  into  circulation  of  silver  coins  not 
-more  than  20  Litas'  per  person,  and  the  bronze,  only  4 litas'.  To  protect  the  seller  from  too  heavy  a burden, 
everyw'here  (excepting  possibly  Switzerland)  the  amoimt  of  subsidiary  coins  to  be  accepted  in  payment  is 
rationed.  In  Lithuania,  one  could  refuse  to  accept  more  than  15  litas'  in  bronze  coins,  or  more  than  600  litas'  in 
silver  10  litu  pieces. 

Today,  generally  the  state  itself  governs  the  striking  of  coins,  though  the  control  of  emission  into 
circulation  is  entrusted  to  the  Bank  of  Emission  or  the  Mint.  Coin  mints  belong  to  the  state,  which  controls 
them.  All  expenses  of  coin  production  are  met  by  the  Treasury.  In  the  course  of  history,  coins  were  produced 
of  pelts,  w'ood,  glass,  porcelain,  etc.  In  modern  times,  precious  metals  seem  to  gravitate  to  the  states 
"basements,"  they  are  used  in  international  exchange,  w'hile  coins  are  composed  of  biUon,  various  bronzes, 
other  cheap  metal  (even  aluminum  and  iron).  3^Tiile  various  illustrations  appeared  on  coins  prior  to  the 
modern  age,  eventually  these  changed  into  portraits  of  rulers,  presidents,  or  other  Ulustrious  personages,  or  to 
coats  of  arms  of  states.  Aroundthe  portrait,  in  a circle  or  otherwise,  are  placed  the  necessary'  inscriptions 
(legends).  Vlliere  there  are  no  inscriptions,  we  have  a "mute"  coin.  Portraits  on  both  sides  ofthe  coin,  earlier 
placed  as  it  happened,  now'  is  controlled  in  their  positions.  In  some  countries,  they'  are  positioned  so  that 
desiring  to  examine  the  reverse,  one  turns  the  coin  "head  over  heels,"  vertically.  Elsewhere, one  turns  the  coin 
over  on  its  side,  horizontally  (as  on  Lithuanian  coins).  On  coins  of  higher  denominations,  the  edges  are 
generally  reeded.  Sometimes,  on  even  edges,  selected  words,  phrases,  mottoes  are  engraved.  For  example,  the 
10  Litu  piece  of  mdependent  Lithuania  is  worded,  "In  Unity  Lies  the  Strength  of  the  Nation." 

The  faces  of  modern  coins  for  purposes  of  study,  have  specific  names.  The  more  important  side  of  a 
coin  is  called  the  obverse,  while  that  of  lesser  import  is  called  the  reverse.  The  coin's  face  includes  the  field, 
the  type,  legend,  the  outside  circle,  the  edging,  etc. 

In  normal  circumstances,  most  states'  coins  are  struck  in  a series  of  small  change,  1 to  10  monetary 
units  in  a group,  and  gold  pieces,  quite  often  in  larger  denominations.  Belgium  in  1914  had  the  20  franc  piece. 
Czarist  Russa  in  1902  issued  the  37.3  ruble.  The  USA  in  1915  issued  the  $50  gold  piece.  In  Austria  we  had  the 
100  corona  in  1923,  and  later,  the  100  shillings.  In  times  of  inflation,  there  appear  very  large  denommation 
coins,  though  substiantially  they  are  of  very'  little  value. 


Contmued  next  issue... 


THE  TRAIL  OF  REBIRTH  IN  BANKNOTES, 
COINS,  BADGES,  AND  POSTAGE  STAMPS 

By  Vytautas  Smilgevicius 

[From  "DIENA,"  December  11,  1995] 

Translated  by  Aleksandras  Radzius 

Do  five  years  mean  alot  in  the  life  of  a nation?  For  large 
empires  reaching  from  sea  to  sea,  who  have  not  experienced 
occupation  and  terror-little.  But  for  Lithuania  which 
reestablished  its  independence  in  1990,  it  means  an  awful  lot. 
The  event  was  recorded  in  thousands  of  objects  and  documents. 

The  Lithuanian  National  Museum  chose  a few  groups  of 
these  items  when  it  opened  an  exhibit  on  December  7 entitled, 
"Lithuanian  1990-1993  Numismatics,  Medals,  and  Stamps."  From 
them  everybody  will  be  able  to  see  what  were  the  ways  and  by- 
ways of  the  reemerging  Lithuania. 

Numismatics  was  represented  in  the  exhibit  not  only  by 
coins,  banknotes,  coupons,  shares  and  their  sketches,  but  also 
other  items  that  at  one  time  were  negotiable.  Among  these  were 
coupons  for  goods  and  receipts  from  the  buyer.  They  were  aU  a 
part  of  our  lives,  only  now  we  may  have  forgotten  them 

A more  interesting  part  of  the  exhibit  were  the  "talonai", 
nicknamed  "Vagnoreliai"  or  "the  little  wild  animals."  Probably 
very  few  of  us  know  that  initially  it  was  planned  to  call  them 
"Lithuanian  State  Obligations,"  or  "Bank  Checks."  The  name 
adopted  was  "Common  Talonas."  It  is  very  interesting  to  look  at 
this  collection  of  temporary,  unbacked  notes.  The  museum 
displayed  not  only  money,  but  also  their  equivalents. 

The  talonai  ended  their  temporary  role  in  1993  and  in 
1994  they  began  being  recycled  at  the  Grigiskiai  paper  factory. 
This  aspect  was  also  displayed  in  the  exhibit. 

Included  among  the  temporary  notes  are  the  "Plasta"  and 
"Dirbtinis  pluostas  (Synthetic  fiber)"  issued  emergency  notes. 
They  were  paid  out  together  with  salaries  to  workers  of  the 
respective  plants  for  the  purchase  of  items  in  short  supply. 

The  path  of  the  litas  was  longer  and  not  as  straight 
forward.  Probably  few  know  that  even  in  1989  a competition  was 
held  for  the  designs  of  Lithuanian  money;  the  litas  and  centas.  In 
1990,  the  Lithuanian  government  sent  designs  for  banknotes  to 
France.  However,  political  events  were  not  favorable  to  Lithuania 
and  the  firm  refused  to  print  the  Lithuanian  notes.  In  1990  an 
alternative  design  for  the  Litas  was  prepared  with  which  it  was 
planned  to  disinform  Soviet  security.  What  this  design  looked 
like  and  how  its  floral  elements  were  subsequently  used  you  will 
know  after  you  visit  the  exhibit. 

In  1991,  two  committees  were  formed;  The  Litas 
Commission  and  The  Litas  Design  Commission.  The  exhibit 
shows  how  the  litas  could  have  looked,  how  varied  were  the 
ideas  of  the  different  artists. 

Besides  well  known  designs  already  published  in  Dieiui 
there  is  exhibited  a model  of  a silver  50  litu  coin  proposed  to  be 
issued  in  commemoration  of  the  Lillehammer  games. 

On  exhibit  together  with  coins  and  banknotes  are  other 
negotiable  items.  One  that  should  be  noted  first  are  the  50 
kopeck  stamps  of  the  Lithuanian  Blockade  Fund.  Also  (on 
exhibit)  are  payment  stamps  for  other  specific  cultural  funds 
and  books  specifically  devoted  to  pasting  in  the  stamps.  The 
newest  of  these  funds  is  the  Fund  for  the  Reconstruction  of  the 
Church  of  the  Resurrection  in  Kaunas  and  the  stamps  issued  to 
acknowledge  donations.  There  are  also  Government  donation 
stamps  exhibited. 

Few  probably  are  aware  that  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  and 
the  Finance  Ministry  issued  money  transfer  notes  to  facilitate 
payments  between  firms.  These  are  also  exliibitecL 
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Wild  animals  such  as  these  wolves 
were  found  on  the  talonas  series 
notes  of  1991,  1992,  and  1993. 


Finally,  Lithuanian  tokens,  souvenir 
currencies.  These  are  the  Samogitian  "lita,"  and 
"centa"  fair  notes  of  1989  and  the  latter  "litaurai"  and 
"centurai"  of  1991.  The  "bebrai"  issued  by  the  Vilnius 
Technical  University  for  St  Valentine's  Day.  Tlie  most 
colorful  and  most  interesting  and  of  unusual  shape 
were  the  "Nida  95"  notes  of  the  music  festival.  All  of 
the  above  mentioned  tokens  were  notes  sometimes 
resembling  US  dollars  (Le.  western  ciu-rencies)  at 
other  times  resembling  the  litas.  The  first  minted 
Lithuanian  token  has  to  be  mentioned  also.  It  was 
issued  by  the  Physics  Department  of  the  University  of 
Vilnius  in  1 "fido"  denomination. 

Medals  are  well  represented  in  the  exhibit. 
On  display  are  the  works  of  famous  masters  of  medal 
designers  whose  works  commemorate  famous 
Lithuanian  individuals:  Dr.  Jonas  Basanavicius,  Dr. 
Vincas  Kudirka.  and  others  who  worked  for  the 
rebirth  of  Lithuania.  Also  on  display  are  medals  from 
the  first  thousands  of  Sajudis  meetings  as  well  as 
medals  of  other  organizations  which  existed  between 
1988  and  1995. 

Another  exhibit  consists  of  medals  awarded 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Lithuanian  Parliament. 
Vytautas  Landsbergis  and  the  presendential  election 
buttons  of  A.  Brazauskas  and  S.  Lozoraitis. 

An  inseparable  part  of  the  government  is  the 
police,  the  army,  and  their  auxiliaries.  On  exhibit  are 
SKAT  (Volunteer  National  Defense  Service),  "Iron 
Wolf'  division,  police,  SKAT  qualification  badges. 
Police  Academy  bachelor  and  masters  degree  badges. 
Also  of  interest  is  the  relatively  unknown  Finance 
Ministry  Defense  Service  badge. 

The  exhibit  also  displays  how  Lithuanian 
philately  progressed  and  how  many  type  stamps 
were  issued.  Exhibited  also  are  first-day  covers  and 
special  commemorative  cancellation  stamps. 
Together  with  the  personnel  who  put  the  exhibit 
together,  I must  sigh  at  the  numerous  postal  issues  bv 
private  individuals  and  firms  during  the  vears  of 
rebirth  which  are  of  no  philatelic  value,  for  example, 
Soviet  stamps  privately  coimterstamped,  etc.  All  of 
this  does  no  service  to  our  philately  and  this 
mishmash  will  not  be  found  in  the  exhibit. 


NFW  SO  IJIT,!  HONORS  UTHUANIAN  OLYMPIC  COIN  MINTED 

U lTIli/VNIAN  KING  MINDAUGAS 


rtu‘  K.iuk  of  LJthiuiiiui  has  issued  a .925  silver 
sO  Litu  coiuuieuiorative  coin  honoriug  Lithuania's 
first  King.  Miiukiugas.  The  coin  is  the  tliird 
comnieiuorative  coin  issued  by  the  Bank  this  year, 
and  is  offered  by  the  bank  at  a price  of  80  It,  or  $20 
I S dollars,  plus  postage  and  handling. 

iTie  specifications  of  the  coin  are  the  same  as 
previous  50  Litu  coins  issued  this  year.  The  obverse  is 
aditpted  from  the  medal  struck  in  1975  by  then  New 
York  Lithuanian  sculptor  V'yYautas  Kasuba.  and 
feittures  a stylized  bust  of  the  noted  King,  facing 
right,  who  ruled  from  1240  to  1263. 

ITie  legend  reads,  "MINDAUGAS,  UETUVOS 
hLVRALIl'S  1251-1263."  This  inscription  runs  int  he 
form  oa  bow  from  the  left  side  to  the  right  along  the 
rim  of  the  coin.  To  the  right  is  a small  horse  and 
rider  seal  of  Mindaugas. 

The  reverse  features  Vytis,  the  coat-of-amis  of 
the  Republic  of  Lithuania  on  the  left.  A crown  on  the 
riglit  appears  down  from  the  center  and  a sceptre 
under  it  features  the  emblems  of  the  King.  The 
inscription  reads,  "LIETL^VA  50  LITl’  1996."  The 
reverse  was  designed  by  Antanas  Zukauskas. 

The  edge  of  the  coin  contains  a line  from  the 
Lithuanian  National  Anthem,  written  by  Vincas 
Kudirka,  and  reads:  "IS  PRAEITIES  TAVO  SUNUS  TE 
STIPREB^  SEMIA  *" 

A brochure  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
promoting  the  coin  states  that  this  is  from  a SERIES 
"The  rulers  of  Lithuania."  No  doubt  we  can  expect 
more. 


The  following  information  about  Mindaugas 
is  given  hi  the  coin  brochure:  "At  the  beginning  of 
the  13th  century,  leaders  of  the  separate  Lithuanian 
lands  had  already  turned  into  dukes  with  the  right  of 
power  succession.  They  were  fighting  for  the 
territories  and  leadership,  and  as  a result  of  those 
fights  the  Lithuanian  lands  gradually  were  united  into 
one  state.  Duke  Mindaugas  emerged  among  them  and 
became  a ruler  of  Lithuania  as  he  managed  to 
overpower  the  dukes  of  the  most  mighty  lauds.  In 
that  struggle  the  enemies  of  Duke  Mindaugas  were 
biicked  up  by  the  Samogitians,  who  were  supported 
by  the  Livonian  Order,  the  Bishop  of  Riga  and  the 
Duke  of  Galacia.  Mindaugas  looking  for  the  way  out 
concluded  a treaty  with  the  Livonian  Order  and 
became  batized  at  the  beginning  of  1251.  On  July  6, 
1253.  Duke  Mindaugas  was  crowned  the  King  of 
Lithuania,  and  IJthuania  became  a Christian  state. 


The  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  issued  a .925  silver  proof  50 
Litu  coin  to  commemorate  Lithuania's  participation  hi  the  XXVI 
Olympic  Games  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  USA. 

The  34  mm.  diameter  coin,  which  weighs  23.3  grams,  was 
designed  by  artist  Giedrius  Paulauskis  and  was  minted  in  Vilnius 
at  the  Lithuania  MinL  10,000  pieces  were  minted. 

The  obverse  features  two  basketball  players,  reminiscent 
of  Uthuania's  success  at  the  1992  International  Olympic  Games 
in  Barcelona,  in  which  the  team  captured  a bronze  medal  The 
legend  reads,  "ATLANTA  1996. " To  the  right  is  a stylized  Columns 
of  Gediniinas  emblem,  with  the  word  "UETUVA " below,  and  the 
International  Olympic  Committee  5-ring  emblem  below. 

The  reverse  features  the  coat-of-arms  of  the  Republic  of 
Uthuania,  surrounded  by  laurel  twigs  spreading  out 
symmetrically  to  both  sides  from  behind  the  the  shield.  The 
lepnd  reads,  (top)  "UETUVA,"  and  (bottom)  "50  UTIJ."  The 
mintmark  emblem  "LMK"  appears  to  the  right  just  outside  of  the 
shield  at  the  5 o'clock  position. 


The  edge  of  the  coin  is  inscribed  with  the  Latin  text, 
"CITIUS.  ALTIUS.  FORTIUS,"  meaning,  "Faster,  Higher,  Stronger." 
This  legend  was  salvaged  froni  the  not-issued  1994  Lillihammer 
Olympic  50  Utu  patterns  struck  by  the  Uthuanian  mint  and  then 
sent  to  the  Bank  of  Uthuania  for  storage. 

This  is  the  first  official  Olympic  coin  issued  by  the 
Republic  of  Uthuania.  Issue  price  is  U.S.  $20,  plus  postage  and 
handling.  For  more  information,  write:  Bank  of  Uthuania,  6 
Gedimino  av.,  2001  Vilnius,  UETUVA. 

This  is  the  second  commemorative  coin  issued  by  the 
Bank  of  Uthuania  this  year.  Earlier,  another  commemorative  50 
Utu  coin  remembering  the  assault  of  January  13,  1991  by  Soviet 
troops  was  issued.  The  edge  of  that  coin  is  inscribed,  "IR  KRAUJU 
KRIKSTYn  TAMPA  VEL  GVYYBE  *,"  meaning,  "And  Those 
Baptized  with  Blood  Become  Life-giving  Again." 

NOTE:  On  the  two  commemoratives  announced  on  this 
page,  the  side  with  the  Vytis  and  the  denomination  and  date  is 
officially  considered  the  OBVERSE  of  the  coin  in  Uthuania.  To 
our  American  eyes,  we  would  view  the  subject  commemorated  as 
the  obverse.  This  policy  of  the  Vytis  side  being  the  obverse  is  the 
same  with  the  other  coins  that  have  been  minted  by  the  Republic 
of  Uthuania  since  1991. 

The  Samogitians  supported  by  the  community  of  the 
Uthuanian  kingdom  strove  that  King  Mindaugas  should  take 
them  under  his  dominion  and  become  a chief  commander  in  the 
joint  struggle  against  Germans.  The  fight  against  Germans.  The 
fight  agains  Uvonia  was  not  easy.  The  situation  became 
complicated  and  the  internal  fights  turned  sharper.  In  1263 
Mindaugas  was  murdered.  The  main  achievement  of  Mindaugas 
was  the  formation  of  .the  state  of  Uthuania.  which  continued  to 
exist" 


9. 


KM  NUMBERS  ASSIGNED 
TO  RECENT  UTHUANIAN 
COINAGE 

Tlie  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins 
has  assigned  Krause-Mishler  numbers  to 
modem  day  coins  and  commemorative  coins 
of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania.  The  recent  SCWC 
gives  current  market  prices  of  Lithuanian 
coins  on  pages  1021  and  1022.  The  familiar 
patterns  and  test  strikes  have  also  been 
included. 

For  more  information,  write,  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins,  Krause  Publications, 
lola,  WI  54990. 

The  following  numbers  have  been 
assigned  recent  Lithuanian  coins: 

Ki\l-85,  1991  1 centas 

KM-86  1991  2 centai 

KM-87  1991  5 centai 

KM-88  1991  10  centu 

KM-89  1991  20  centu 

KM-90  1991  50  centu 

KM-91  1991  1 litas 

KM-92  1991  2 litai 

KM-93  1991  5 Utai 

KM-94  1993  Darius-Girenas  10  litn 

KM-95  1993  Papal  visit  10  litu 

KM-96  1994  Song  Festival  10  Utu 

KM-97  1995  Sports  Games  10  litu 

KM-98  1995  5th  Anniv.  50  litu 

KM-99  1995  Ciurlionis  50  litu 

KM-100  1996  January  13  50  litu 

KM-101  1996  Olympics  50  litu 

BANK  OF  LITHUANIA 
ACCOUNT  # IN  U.S.  BANK 

Purchasing  coins  from  the  Bank  of 
Lithaunia?  You  may  deposit  your  US 
funds  in  their  account  #04098-607  at  the 
Bankers  Trust  Company,  280  Park 
Avenue,  New  York,  NY  10017-1216.  Be 
sure  to  add  money  for  postage  to  send 
the  coins  to  you,  in  addition  to  the  issue 
price. 

You  still  need  to  write  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania,  however,  to  order  the  coins 
and  let  them  know  this  is  how  you  are 
making  the  payment. 


LETTERS 

I liale  to  bt*  the  bearer  of  l>ad  news,  but  as  tlie  lOOlh 
issue  of  llie  KniRlit  approached,  I had  determined  to  iiave 
my  Issues  bound  in  two  volumes,  1-50,  and  51-100.  In  RoiiiR 
through  the  issues,  removhig  staples,  collating,  etc.,  I noticed 
that  I had  101  issues  instead  of  100  after  receiving  the  \'ol. 
18,  No.  5 (100th)  issue.  Something  is  wrong!  I reviewed  all 
volumes  and  numbers  and  issues  and  notice  two  times  in  the 
past  when  consecutive  issues  were  given  the  same  Issue 
number,  but  on  different  Volume  numbers. 

The  first  time  was  in  1991.  Volume  13,  No.  4,  dated 
March-April  1991  was  given  the  correct  issue  #"'5.  But 
unfortunately  Volume  13,  No.  5 was  also  given  the 
designation  Issue  #75.  This  continued  the  rest  of  the  issues 
and  this  error  was  evidently  never  caught! 

The  second  time  this  occurred  was  in  1994.  Volume 
16,  No.  3 dated  January-February  1994  ws  listed  as  Issue  #88 
(which  remember  is  actually  Issue  #89),  and  Volume  I6  No. 
4,  dated  March-April  1994,  was  also  counted  as  Issue  #88 
(which  NOW  is  actually  issue  #90),  so  now-  the  Issue  # is  two 
issues  behind.  This  error  was  caught  after  Volume  17,  N.  5, 
dated  Summer,  1995,  and  was  corrected  to  Issue  #95. 
However,  because  of  the  1991  error  not  being  picked  up,  this 
issue  #95  is  still  ONE  issue  behind.  This  issue  #100  is  actually 
Issue  #101. 

I hope  this  makes  sense  to  you.  And  actually  I guess 
there  is  no  real  harm  done,  except  we  are  one  further  issue 
behind  than  we  thought.  However,  the  readership  might 
want  to  know  this. 

Needless  to  say,  I have  much  enjoyed  reading  THE 
KNIGHT  and  although  I have  no  genealogical  ties  to 
Lithuania,  have  much  interest  in  collecting  the  coins  of  the 
Baltic  states  for  years.  Keep  up  the  good  work  and  just 
remember  that  the  200th  issue  will  come  one  issue  sooner 
than  you  thought! 

-Russell  A.  Hibbs,  Member  #149 

Henderson,  KY 

[EDITOR'S  NOTE.  Thank  you  for  notifying  us  of  our  boo-boo. 
We  have  corrected  this  issue  to  make  it  #101-102.  The  next 
issue  wUI  be  #103.  Next  time  we  mess  up,  please  , readers,  let 
us  know’  promptly.] 
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LETTERS 


WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

lOR  SALE:  1925  5 Litai  "proof  record" 
specimen  coin,  excessively  rare.  $600.  Also 
other  Lithuanian  1925-1938  coins  available  in 
choice  condition.  Tony  Tumonis,  3232  N. 
\\  instel  #11,  Tucson,  AZ  85716.  (520)  326-8028. 

FOR  SALE:  I am  selling  my  Telephone 
lokens  from  Lithuania,  Latvia,  Poland,  and 
former  ITSSR  cities  of  Moscow,  Kiev,  Izonevsk, 
Kaliningrad,  Kazan,  Minsk,  Kazakhstan, 
Samara,  SL  Petersburg,  Rostov,  Pushkin, 
I'ly  anovsk,  Zaporozsche,  Moldova,  Czelabinsk, 
Domodedovo,  Smolensk,  Voronez,  Simferopol, 
Novogorod,  Doneck,  Lvov,  etc.  Select  any  or  all 
at  $3-00  each.  Write  to:  Victor  Zilaitis,  2018 
Heathfield  Circle,  Sun  City  Center,  FL  33573. 

FOR  SALE:  Lithuanian  and  world 
banknotes.  Write  for  price  list  and  mention 
The  KnighL  Lee  Gordon,  P.  O.  Box  5665, 
Buffalo  Grove,  BL  60089-  (847)  506-1122. 

FOR  SALE:  Lithuanian  lottery  tickets 
from  the  1930s!  Very  colorful,  conversation 
pieces.  Years  1933-1940.  I also  have  a nearly 
complete  set  for  sale. 

I also  have  a beautiful  1928  50  Litq 
PAVYZDYS  specimen  banknote,  serial  No. 
A000,000  for  sale.  A prize  for  the 
discriminating  collector. 

Write:  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  SL, 
Albion,  MI  49224. 

FOR  SALE:  Capital  plastic  Lithuanian 
coin  holders  for  1925-36-38  14  coin  seL  $35 
each.  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture, 
6500  S.  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago,  IL  60629- 


On  I>ehalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Balzekas  Miuseum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  and 
myself,  I want  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
publication  of  the  100th  issue  of  The  Knight. 

In  the  past  18  years,  with  liistoric  detailed 
research,  you  have  brought  to  the  forefront  the 
history  of  Lithuania,  the  mdividuals  who  have 
made  Lithuania  so  great,  and  also  the  ouLstandmg 
work  people  have  done  in  the  Numismatic  field. 

Congratulations  again. 

Sincerely,  Stanlely  Balzekas,  President 
Cliicago,  111. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  to  observe  the 
100th  issue  of  Tlie  Knight,  recognition  should  be 
given  to  Frank  Passic,  our  editor,  Robert  Douchis, 
our  former  director,  and  to  out  present  director 
and  translator,  Aleksandras  Radzius  for  their 
dedication,  effort  & perserverance  in  coming  up 
with  an  enjoyable  and  knowledgeable  newsletter 
issue  after  issue  for  all  us  Lithuanian  collectors. 
Take  a bow.  Gentlemen! 

One  item  I consider  very  special  is  a 23.5 
silver  kUppe  Polish  medal  commemoratmg  the 
500th  aimiversary  of  the  Battle  of  Zalgiris 
(Tamienberg).  The  obverse  shows  Jagaila  with 
cross  in  one  hand  against  his  heart  and  the  other 
holding  a sword,  with  Lithuanian  and  Polish  coat 
of  arms  on  either  side  of  him  with  the  date  1348- 
1434.  The  reverse  reads:  "Pamiatka  Z Obchodu  500 
Rocznicy  Bitwy  Pod  Gninwaldem  1410-1910." 

This  is  about  one  of  the  first  medals  I 
acquired.  Dr.  Aleksandras  Rackus  told  me  that  he 
had  never  seen  or  run  across  this  medal  in  his 
collectmg  days.  Rare,  scarce,  I don’t  know,  for  me,  I 
only  know  it  has  history. 

“Edward  Mikutis,  Berwyn,  111. 

The  LNA  has  reached  a milestone  with  the 
100th  issue  of  The  Knight.  Since  it's  maugural  issue 
No.  1 in  June-July  1978,  it's  success  has  been  solely 
due  to  the  voluntary  efforts  of  a dedicated 
membership.  Many  of  the  original  charter 
members  are  still  actively  involved  today,  18  years 
later.  With  such  dedication  along  with  the  support 
and  participation  of  our  members  in  Lithuania,  I 
am  confident  in  the  future  of  the  LNA. 

“Robert  J.  Doucliis,  past  Director,  LNA  Co- 
founder. 


